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Neal A. Palafox, M.D., M.P.H. is Professor of Family Medicine and Community Health at
the John A. Burns School of Medicine at the University of Hawai'i, and Professor of
Population Sciences in the Pacific at the University of Hawai'i Cancer Center (UHCC).
From 1983 to 1992, he served in the Marshall Islands (RMI) as a physician and medical
director of a US-funded program to care for the radiation-affected people of RMI.
Between 1997 and 2009, he served as the Principal Investigator for a US
Congressionally-mandated program to provide medical care for Marshall Islanders who
were exposed to fallout from the Bravo hydrogen bomb detonation in RMI. Over the
last 30+ years, his focus has been on reducing health disparities in the populations of
Hawai'i and the US Affiliated Pacific Island (USAPI) jurisdictions of American Samoa,
Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Federated States of
Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau. The work
has involved health/health care capacity building through workforce development,
systems-based development utilizing CBPA, and establishing the Pacific Regional
Central Cancer Registry, Cancer Council of the Pacific Islands (CCPI), and Pacific
Regional Cancer Prevention and Control Network. Dr. Palafox is an MPI of the NCI
PACHE U54 Partnership Grant between the UHCC and the University of Guam, NIGMS
PIKO U54 IDeA-CTR for Hawai'i, CDC’s Racial & Ethnic Approaches to Community
Health (REACH) grant, and CDC’s Pacific Against Cervical Cancer (PACe) Project.
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